2016 TEACHER SURVEY - Z0O FIELD TRIP EXPERIENCES

With the new direction in science teaching and learning in Washington state, Woodland Park Zoo decided to
redesign their zoo experience for schools to provide new learning opportunities for students in the 2016-2017
school year. In order to best design the zoo experience, WPZ's Science and Conservation Education team
surveyed local teachers. This report summarizes responses from 168 Pre K - 5th grade teachers who visited the
Zoo in the past 2 years.
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Of the various aspects that cause
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time constraints.

30%
12%
Time Behavioral
constraints issues with
students

10%
7% 6%
Chaperone Chaperone Language
abilityto engagement barriers
manage inlearning (with
group activities  chaperones
and/or
students)

Addressing components

Increased knowledge/
understanding

An appreciation for zoos/
animals

Encounter a
diversity of animals

Connect to

o2y
@ classroom learning
Q
Q

Have a positive
experience

Teachers feel that the pre-visit written orientation
materials are the most important resources for a
successful learning experience at the zoo.

Pre-visit orientation o
written materials
Pre-visit orientation -video
Pre-visit activities - o
written materials
Pre-visit activities - tech
based 44%
Post-visit activities - tech
based 41%
Post-visit activities - o
written materials
Education kits

When asked what was Not at All Important or
Somewhat Unimportant, 1/3rd of teachers mentioned
the Education kits, and both of the post-visit activities.

Over half of teachers say it's somewhat important to
very important that the zoo provide opportunities for
the following...
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Over half of teachers said opportunities that were
hands on (such as interaction with animal artifacts and

other physical objects) were the most important during
their zoo visit.
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Over 1/3rd of teachers mentioned the Education kits as
Not at All Important or Somewhat Unimportant.
About a quarter of teachers also saw the technology-
based resources and orientation information as
unimportant.

85% of

teachers said that it
would be most
beneficial to have
basic information
translated.
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It is important for teachers that students have the
opportunities to engage with information about what
their classes can do to help wildlife conservation as
well as do inquiry-based activities while on their zoo
field trips.
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Nearly half of the teachers surveyed said the use of

technology was Not at All Important or Somewhat
Unimportant

Over half of teachers say cost or receiving

scholarships is a primary factor that informs their field
trip decisions.
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