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HOW TO USE THE SOCIAL STORY
• This guide is meant to help children fully enjoy Zoo Summer Camp.
• Look for the symbols below on pages that describe areas or activities 

that may present sensory triggers or benefits.

LoudSmellyAnimals up 
close or lots of 

movement

Tactile



Before camp, I will pack my backpack 
and might bring:

• A water bottle
• Snacks and a lunch
• Comfortable clothes and shoes
• Sunscreen or a hat
• Sensory tools

My grown-up will help me check the 
list to make sure I have everything I 
need.

Getting Ready for Camp



When I arrive, I will meet my camp 
leaders. They are friendly and here to 
help me.

I will also meet the other kids in my 
camp group. We will spend the day 
together.

My grown-up will say goodbye, but it’s 
okay because I will have so much fun.

Coming To Camp
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Morning Meeting

Each morning, I have morning meeting 
with my new camp friends and our 
instructors. 

We will talk about the rules of camp 
and how we want to treat each other 
to keep each other safe.



We have snack time in the morning 
and afternoon. 

Lunchtime happens in the middle of 
the day.  We eat together in a special 
eating area like a picnic table, shaded 
spot, or other fun camp space. 

Snacks and Lunchtime



At camp, we will do fun things like:
• Creating art projects about animals 

and nature.
• Playing animal and nature games 

with my friends.
• Watching and learning about cool 

animals. 

Camp Activities at the Zoo
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During camp, I will get to see lots of 
animals.

I might see lions, gorillas, penguins, or 
even a lizard!

I will stay with my group and follow 
the rules to keep me and the animals 
safe.

Exploring the Zoo



At the end of the day, I will say 
goodbye to my friends and instructors. 

My grown-up will come back to pick 
me up.  I can tell them all about the 
animals I saw and the new things I 
learned. 

I can’t wait to come back tomorrow 
and have more fun camp adventures.

Leaving Zoo Camp



CHOICES

I can use these choices to help tell 
people what I want and need. I can 
point to icons to explain what I want.

Noise 
Canceling 

Headphones

Weighted 
Item

Fidget Toy Drink 
Water

Go to 
Bathroom

Eat 
Snack

See More 
Animals

Take a 
Break
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EMOTIONS

I can use the emotion icons to help 
tell people how I feel. I point to the 
icon which describes how I feel.

Happy Sad

Angry

NeutralScared

Tired
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Link to Zoo Accessibility Guide

Link to Sensory Map

Sensory and Accessibility 
Information

https://www.zoo.org/document.doc?id=23
https://www.zoo.org/document.doc?id=2385
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