
 
 
 
Woodland Park Zoo 
Animal Behavior Inquiry 
Grades K-5 
 
In this activity, students will work in groups or individually to answer a question using inquiry skills. They will ask 
their own question (using a fill in the blank method) and use observation skills to answer that question. 
 
Materials to bring with you to the zoo: Animals Behavior Inquiry activity sheet (both sides), pencils, 
clipboard or stiff cardboard, something to keep time (will need seconds) 
 
Pre-visit preparation in the classroom:  
 Practice: It is a good idea to practice observation techniques and then turning those observations in 

to questions using the fill-in-the-blank tool. You can use other kids on the playground, something 
outdoors, a classroom pet, a video etc. 

 Decide if you will have the students working individually or separately. Make sure each group or 
individual has a timing device for when they get to the zoo. 

 
At the zoo: 
 Let chaperones know that at some point they will need to stop at a particular exhibit and help their 

students complete the Animal Observation Inquiry activity sheet 
 Not all students need to watch the same animals or ask the same questions within the group. In fact 

having a variety of questions means your class will collect more information which you can interpret 
as a group back in the classroom! 

 
Post-visit wrap-up in the classroom: 
 Have your students present their findings to the whole class. 
 Discussion: What more do we know about the animals at the zoo? What more do you want to 

know? How could we use this model of questioning in other ways?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 


