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Zoo Mourns the Loss of Critically 
Endangered Malayan Tiger  

The decision was made to humanely euthanize the tiger due 
to declining quality of life 

 

SEATTLE—Woodland Park Zoo is mourning the loss of one of its male 
Malayan tigers Angin (ON-yin), 15, after he was humanely euthanized this 
morning due to significant decline in health and quality of life. 
  
For several months, animal keepers observed Angin’s mobility declining, 
along with a decrease in appetite. Earlier this year, he was examined, and 
analgesic medications were started. After further decline was noted, a follow-
up exam and an MRI were performed this summer. These diagnostics 
showed that Angin had severe, degenerative, and progressive changes to the 
bones of the neck, which were causing inflammation and pain. The zoo’s 
animal health team changed his treatment plan based on these findings. 
  
“Angin was treated with multiple medications, including anti-inflammatories, 
muscle relaxants, and analgesics, which he responded favorably to, and his 
condition initially improved,” said Dr. Laura St. Clair, Associate Veterinarian, 
Woodland Park Zoo. “Unfortunately, over the past few weeks Angin's 
condition rapidly declined. We adjusted his medications once more but, sadly, 
his condition did not improve, and the difficult decision was made to humanely 
euthanize Angin. The ability to provide Angin treatment and comfort was only 
possible because of the dedication and support of his incredible caretakers.” 
  
As a standard procedure, the zoo’s animal health team will perform a 
postmortem exam to further diagnose factors that may have contributed to 
Angin's condition. 
 

Angin, which means wind in Indonesian, arrived at Woodland Park Zoo last 
October from Ellen Trout Zoo in Texas. He was the brother of Woodland Park 
Zoo’s other male Malayan tiger, 15-year-old Bumi (Boo-mee), which means 
earth in Indonesian. 
  
“Angin made a big impression on the zoo community with his majestic 
presence always stunning guests,” said Arden Robert, Animal Care Manager, 
Woodland Park Zoo. “Angin was a little more reserved than his brother Bumi 
and had a love for water. Guests, as well as staff, will miss seeing him 
soaking in the stream in the tiger habitat. We’ll miss you handsome guy!” 
 

The zoo’s female Malayan tiger, 9-year-old Azul, can be seen roaming the 
tiger habitat in Banayan Wilds on a rotating schedule with Bumi. 
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Malayan tigers are a critically endangered species with only about 150 left in 
the wild. In all, there are six subspecies of tigers: Malayan tigers are 
significantly smaller than the larger Amur and Bengal tigers and are found in 
the tropical and subtropical moist broadleaf forests of the southern tip of 
Thailand and Peninsular Malaysia.  
  
In an effort to save these iconic big cats from extinction, in 2012 Woodland 
Park Zoo created a partnership with Panthera and Rimba, an in-country field 
partner of the zoo, to launch the Malayan Tiger Conservation Project. This 
project is in its second 10-year initiative with the Terengganu State 
Government to protect tigers in and around Taman Negara National Park in 
peninsular Malaysia. 
 

To learn more about Woodland Park Zoo or to become a zoo member, visit 
www.zoo.org or call 206.548.2500. Follow the zoo on Facebook, Instagram, 
Bluesky and TikTok.  
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