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New otter pup scores a 10 for “cuteness!”
Otter pup born to first-time parents

SEATTLE—If Woodland Park Zoo were a judge for the Winter Olympics, it would award a
score of 10 for “cuteness” for its new Asian small-clawed otter born on December 9. The
zoo’s animal keepers have fondly named the female pup Sotong (soh-TAWNG), Malay for
squid or octopus—think Seattle Kraken!

The last birth of Asian small-clawed otters at the zoo was a litter of four in 2016. Females
give birth to one to six pups per litter after a gestation period of 68 to 72 days.

The 2-month-old pup is the first offspring for mom Little Frei (pronounced fry) and dad
Conner. Little Frei was among the last litter born in 2016 at Woodland Park Zoo and was
named after Seattle Sounders goalkeeper, Stefan Frei. The parents were paired under the
Asian Small-clawed Otter Species Survival Plan. Species Survival Plans are cooperative
breeding programs across accredited zoos to help ensure healthy, genetically diverse, self-
sustaining populations of select species or subspecies.

Asian small-clawed otters are very social, gregarious animals. Both mom and dad feed and
help care for their young. At birth, the pups weigh about 1% ounces, a little more than a slice
of dense, whole-grain bread! Newborns can’t see or hear so they fully depend on the
nurturing care of both parents until they begin developing their senses at about 3 weeks old.

Sotong currently lives off view in a maternity den with her parents. Occasionally, the parents
will go outdoors for short bouts in the public exhibit but prefer staying indoors to focus on
caring for their pup. Staff closely monitor Sotong but are hands off as much as possible with
little to no intervention except for wellness exams.

As part of Woodland Park Zoo’s exemplary animal care program, its veterinary team
performed Sotong’s first wellness exam this week, where she weighed in at a little more than
2 pounds and received her first vaccinations. “We’re pleased to give Sotong a clean bill of
health. She’s robust and healthy, her belly is full and round, and she’s within normal growth
range at 2 months old,” said Dr. Tim Storms, Woodland Park Zoo’s interim director of animal
health.

Asian small-clawed otters are markedly more vocal than most otter species with at least 12
different vocalizations. “Sotong’s high-pitched squeals and chirps ring loud and clear, an
excellent sign that she’s bonding with her parents,” said Martin Ramirez, mammal curator at
Woodland Park Zoo. “She has a healthy appetite and is gaining increased mobility. While she
continues to nurse, she’s now sampling solid foods such as a variety of fish.

Parents Little Frei and Conner have started swimming lessons for their daughter. “They’re
first teaching Sotong how to swim in a plastic tub. After she masters the tub, she’ll graduate
to the next level: the outdoor exhibit and large pool where she’ll be taught to dive a few
inches deep while the vigilant parents stay closely by her side,” explained Ramirez. “We’ll let
mom and dad teach at their own pace and comfort level. Once Sotong can swim and safely
navigate the outdoor exhibit, we should officially introduce her in early March in the zoo’s
Banyan Wilds, where visitors will come to fall in love with this charismatic species.”

About Asian Small-clawed Otters
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As the smallest otters among the 13 otter species, Asian small-clawed otters weigh 6 to
12 pounds and measure 2 to 3 feet long, half of which is their tail!

This otter species has partial webbing and stubby fingers, but their paws are still agile
and dexterous. Their hunting technique is more hand-oriented, as opposed to the mouth-
oriented hunting of more web-footed otter species.

With at least 12 different vocalizations, each whistle, buzz, twitter, chirp or staccato
chuckle that an Asian small-clawed otter makes has a distinct meaning, such as alarm,
distress, greeting or mating calls. A huffing sound is typically the parents calling the pups
to follow them.

Though Asian small-clawed otters are more terrestrial than other otter species, they are
still dependent on access to clean, healthy waterways to survive in their native southern
and southeastern Asia, including areas of India, southern China, Southeast Asia,
Malaysia, Indonesian islands, Taiwan and Palawan in the Philippines.

With rapidly declining habitat, range and population, the species is vulnerable to
extinction. The population in the wild is unknown, with some estimates at 5,000 and
others far fewer.

Hope for Otters and Other Mustelids

Woodland Park Zoo collaborates with conservation partners working in Asian forests to
help protect the habitats otters and so many other species depend on for survival. Learn
more about the zoo’s international conservation efforts through its Conservation Partners.
Buy wisely. Choose Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certified paper and wood products
to protect forest habitat and wildlife. By purchasing FSC-certified forest products,
consumers help to protect otter habitat by encouraging sustainable forestry and limiting
overharvest of forest products (timber, fuelwood, fruits and honey). Without the FSC
label, timber may come from illegal logging and forests that are not responsibly managed.
Become a digital ZooParent by adopting an Asian small-clawed otter. ZooParent
adoptions help provide exceptional care for all of Woodland Park Zoo's amazing animals
and support wildlife conservation efforts in the Pacific Northwest and around the world.
Asian small-clawed otters belong to a group of mammals called mustelids. This includes
the two otters found in Washington—the sea otter and the river otter—as well as a variety
of other closely related predators such as weasels and mink.

Woodland Park Zoo is a leader in mustelid conservation in the Pacific Northwest and is
working on the recovery of wolverines and fishers in the north Cascades, both of which
were driven to extinction in the state by the fur trade around a century ago. Wolverines
have recently begun to return naturally in small numbers, while fishers were recently
purposefully reintroduced to the state. Woodland Park Zoo is also working on marten
recovery in the Olympics.

Woodland Park Zoo offers a safe, outdoor experience for all. Visit zoo.org for the latest
information on the zoo’s face covering policy. Zoo hours: 9:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. daily.

For more information or to become a zoo member, visit www.z00.0rg or call 206.548.2500.
Follow the zoo on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
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