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Glossary

Altruism: behavior that benefits other organisms, at a cost to the individual exhibiting the behavior
Arboreal: refers to an organism that spends most of its time in trees

Behavioral enrichment: a comprehensive method of animal husbandry in which species-specific behavior is nurtured and
encouraged

Biome: a region broadly defined by the relationship of the area’s temperature range, annual precipitation and living organisms
Blackback: Sub-adult (ten years of age or younger) male gorilla. The blackback is subordinate to the silverback in a troop
Brachiate: locomoting arboreally by swinging arm-over-arm

Bushmeat: Meat derived from wildlife not usually considered game. Includes rats, antelopes, elephants and apes.
Consumer: a living organism that obtains its energy from organic substances produced by other organisms

Culture: behavioral traits passed on by learning

Dental comb: Dental specialization comprised of forward projecting lower incisors and canines. Found in lemurs and lorises,
it is used for grooming and feeding.

Derived: refers to characteristics that are modified from ancestral form

Diurnal: active during the daytime

Edge effect: change in habitat conditions along the edges of forests due to the harvesting of land
Encephalization: evolutionary trend for a species towards a larger brain than expected of body size
Folivorous: refers to animals that feed primarily on leaves

Foramen magnum: large opening at base of skull where spinal cord enters

Frugivorous: refers to animals that feed primarily on fruit

Hallux: the first digit of the foot; the “big toe”

Haplorrhini: Literally means “simple nose” (referring to the dry nose). Taxonomic term used to describe tarsiers, monkeys,
apes, and humans.

Intraspecific: within one species

Ischial callosities: patches of toughened skin found on an animal’s rump

Natal group: the group into which an individual is born

Olfaction: sense of smell

Plantigrade: locomotive stance in which entire foot, from toe to heel, touches the ground while walking
Polyandry: a mating system in which a female has two or more male mates

Primitive: characteristics present in ancestral form

Producer: an organism that is capable of synthesizing organic molecules from inorganic raw materials
Prosimians: a group of primates with primitive features, including reliance on olfaction
Quadrupedalism: the use of all four limbs to support the body during locomotion.

Rhinarium: naked nose pad kept moist to enhance the sense of smell

Sagittal crest: a bony ridge at the midline of the skull for attachment of chewing muscles

Sexually dimorphic: occurrence of a distinct difference between size, shape, and/or coloration of males and females of a species

Silverback: An adult male gorilla with gray hairs across the back. He is the leader of the troop, the decision maker, the protector,
and the male who has mating rights with the females.

Simians: the higher primates, including monkeys, apes and humans
Strepshirrini: Literally means “wet nose.” Taxonomic term used to describe non-tarsier prosimians.

Trophic level: a level of consumption in a food chain
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For Teachers
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For Students
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Primate Web Sites

African Primates at Home
http://www.indiana.edu/~primate/primates.html

American Society of Primatologists — Conservation Programs
http://www.asp.org/conservation/index.html

Association of Zoos and Aquariums (Species Survival Plans; search common names of primates)
http://www.aza.org/ConScience/#ssp

Balikpapan Orangutan Society — USA
http://www.orangutan.com

The Bushmeat Crisis Taskforce
http://bushmeat.org

The Bushmeat Project
http://bushmeat.net

Golden Lion Tamarin Conservation Program
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The Gorilla Foundation
http://www.koko.org

Great Ape Project
http://www.envirolink.org/arrs/gap/gaphome.html

The Jane Goodall Institute
http://www.janegoodall.org

Mbeli Bai Gorilla Study
http://www.wcs-congo.org/resmbeli.htm

Orangutan Foundation International
http://www.orangutan.org

OFI Orangutan Education and Action Network
http://www.orangutan.org/how2help/oean.php

Primate Info Net
http://www.primate.wisc.edu/pin/

Primate Conservation Links
http://www.primate.wisc.edu/pin/conservation/index.html

Prime Time Primates (PBS)
http://www.pbs.org/safarchive/4_class/45_pguides/pguide_504/4554_idx.html

Woodland Park Zoo
http://www.zoo.org

World Wildlife Fund (WWF-US)
http://www.worldwildlife.org/species/species.cfm

Primate Videos

Among Mountain Gorillas
Produced by Alan Goodall, EDU, Paisley College, Scotland
VHS; 50 min.: 1990

Among The Wild Chimpanzees
Produced by National Geographic Society; Distributed by Vestron Video, PO Box 4000, Stamford, CT 06907
VHS; 59 min.: 1984

Baby Gorillas: A Gorilla Family Portrait
Produced by WCHM-TYV, Columbus, OH and Wildsight Productions Inc.
VHS; 57 min.: 1991

Conservation Biology and Natural Resource Management: Common Ground and New Directions

Produced by Student Television Productions, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO. Distributed by Dr. Richard Knight,
Dept. of Fishery and Wildlife Biology, Colorado State University.

VHS; 40 min.: 1992

Environmental Tourist, The
Produced by The National Audubon Society. Distributed by PBS Video, 1320 Braddock Place, Alexandria, VA 22314-1698
VHS; 58 min.: 1992

Gorilla: Tender Giants
Produced by Surival Anglia for the Discovery Channel. Copyright by Discovery Communications, Inc.
VHS; 60 min.: 1996

Introduction to Chimpanzee Behavior
Produced and distributed by the National Geographic Society
VHS; 23 min.: 1977
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Koko’s Kitten
Produced by Churchill Films and the Gorilla Foundation
VHS; 16.5 min; 1989

Koko’s Story
Produced by Denise Yamada, KNSD-TV, 8330 Engineer Road, San Diego, CA 92171
VHS; 18 min.: 1990

New Chimpanzees, The

Produced by the National Geographic Society, 1145 17th Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20036-4688. Distributed by the National
Geographic Society, PO Box 5073, Clifton, NJ 07015-5073

VHS: 55 min.: 1995

People of the Forest: The Chimps of Gombe
Produced by Discovery Communications.
VHS: 90 min.: 1991.

Saving the Gorilla
Produced and distributed by the National Geographic Society
VHS; 23 min.: 1982.

Tool Users, The
Produced by National Geographic Society, 17th and M Sts., Washington DC 20036
VHS; 14 min.: 1975

Tool Using
Produced and distributed by the National Geographic Society
VHS; 23 min.: 1976

What Do Primatologists Do: Fieldwork in Borneo
Produced by Dr. Anne Zeller, Dept. of Anthropology, University of Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada
VHS; 52 min.: 1991
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